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tinnons. Nor was the trouble at an end even when the
carts, after perhaps two or three break-downs, reached a1
last the railway stations. Cotton presses were still unknown
" up-country." The unwieldy bags of loose cotton took up
much room on the trucks. The rolling-stock was at first
insufficient, with the result that at certain stations thousands
of bags of cotton would be detained for weeks, even, in a
serious block. The Bombay firms that had purchased the
bags in the villages, would naturally be anxious to get their
consignments to port to meet the market. Their native
competitors on the spot sometimes got the better of them.
To catch the market it was often worth a man's while to pay
a large sum for a waggon supplied out of turn. And in this
process some station-masters soon made small fortunes. My
chief efforts were at first devoted to remedy these evils, and
in my endeavours I was heartily seconded by several friends
on the staff of the railway, with whom I worked in perfect
harmony. " Government Cotton Yards " were established at
most stations. Here each cart in order of arrival received
from one of my staff a ticket with a machine-printed number
thereon! and according to which, in sequence, the consign-
ments were loaded on waggons and sent down to Bombay.
Constant supervision by myself and the district officers
ensured the system being worked with fairness, whilst a
small fee levied on each bag paid for the staff,

I lived part of the time in a comfortable railway-carriage
supplied to me by the company. And to this was attached a
horse-box, so that I could, whenever necessary, ride off to
some important point in the district where my presence was
required. In those days I was known to the railway officials,
merchants, and others as " Puss-in-Boots," and I hope I acted
lip to my sobriquet. The next object was to get enterprising
Europeans to establish steam-presses up-country, and so by
reducing the bulk of the bags, to relieve the pressure on the
waggoo*supply. And in the course of my tenure the progress
trade and the increase of the number'of steam-presses
great, advances to be made in this respect, so that